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New teachers, Jennifer Sams, Jennifer Harris and Jessie Stow, enjoy 

an icebreaker bingo game at the two-day orientation in August.  

!"#$%&'!(#)%!#*+,!-+!./!

+0%!1.2/+!34&!#1!/(0##5,!

678!-!2%1*/%!+#!9#,!:0%&!(4$!1.$3!

/#)%#$%!%5/%!+#!+%4(0!)&!(54//%/,!

 ;2#<.3%3!4!+=#>34&!!"#$%"&'(")$*)+",-&-+.,!+#!?@!$%=!

+%4(0%2/!.$!A*9*/+,!B?!#1!#*2!$%=!/+411!42%!1.2/+>&%42!+%4(0%2/!

4$3!CC!42%!$%=!+#!+0%!3./+2.(+!D*+!$#+!$%=!+#!+%4(0.$9,!

 :24.$%3!4!92#*E!#1!/%<%$!<%+%24$!+%4(0%2/!+#!D%(#)%!)%$+#2/!

+02#*90!4!1#*2>34&!/,01'-+.,$2.)$-("$345-$6",-1)7$801'&-.)!

+24.$.$9,!F%!$#=!04<%!@G!+%4(0%2/!+24.$%3!+#!D%!)%$+#2/!.$!

#*2!3./+2.(+,!!

 H%94$!#*2!E2#1%//.#$45!3%<%5#E)%$+!9..0:"!1#2*)/!1#2!$%=!

+%4(0%2/!4$3!)%$+#2/!+#!E#/+!I*%/+.#$/'!43<.(%'!/*99%/+.#$/!

4$3!(#))%$+/!+#!%4(0!#+0%2,!!

!

Upcoming Professional Development Dates ;$<..=$/,5+0"$

!"#$%"&'("#)*&"'
".905.90+.$9!$%=!+%4(0%2!

J%5/%&!H2.39%/!4$3!0%2!

)%$+#2!K#2$4!L%/2.!!!

!%"'(+&,)'-#.'/0'1$%//2'
M.90+!1.2/+>&%42!+%4(0%2/!

/042%!+0%.2!1.2/+!34&!/+#2.%/!

 7(+#D%2!N!12#)!@OPP!Q!ROPPO!6:&55)..>$9&,&?">",-!!

!

 6#<%)D%2!B@!12#)!@OPP!>!ROPPO!822"'-+@"$/,5-)1'-+.,$$$$$

A&)-$/B$<"55.,$A:&,,+,?!

!

 S%(%)D%2!T!12#)!@OPP!Q!GOPPO!822"'-+@"$/,5-)1'-+.,$$$$$$$

A&)-$//B$%"&'(+,?$C-)&-"?+"5!

!

 S%(%)D%2!T!U!GOPPO!9",-.)+,?$C.'+&:!

!



!
6%=!:%4(0%2!L%$+#2.$9!;2#924)! Issue 1: October 2009 

B!

!

 How did Kelsey Bridges feel about her 

first day of teaching? “Not nervous really. 

Just overwhelmed by how fast things went.” 

Actually, Kelsey didn’t have much time to get 

nervous since she was hired just 13 days 

before the start of school, which made her one 

of the latest hires in the district. “In fact, I 

was hired on a Friday and attended the New 

Teacher Orientation the following Monday,” 

she said.  

 Kelsey clearly feels indebted to her 

mentor, Lorna Mesri, for all the help and 

advice given to her from the beginning. When 

asked what types of things they are working 

on together, Kelsey quickly replied, 

“Everything!” Lorna has not only provided 

curriculum in every subject but also helps 

Kelsey with the daily issues that come up. 

“Every single day we talk together,” Kelsey 

commented.  

Lorna explains that their relationship 

is definitely a two-way street, though. They 

brainstorm ideas together and Kelsey 

provides great insight and suggestions to use 

in both of their third grade classrooms. She 

believes that Kelsey is an incredibly strong 

first year teacher and truly admires her for 

how upfront, honest and open she is.  

Despite her new teacher status, the 

teaching profession wasn’t completely new to 

Kelsey; she has been immersed in it all of her 

life. Her mother, Katie Bridges, taught at 

Urbana Middle School for 34 years and 

recently retired. Kelsey had heard so much 

from her mom about the struggles involved in 

teaching that she wasn’t sure she ever 

wanted to be a teacher herself. Yet, here she 

is teaching. “She is just a natural,” Lorna 

explained.  

Lorna’s own natural abilities in 

mentoring became quite apparent during the 

interview. They discussed, planned, and 

resolved a handful of issues that had come up 

recently. It’s nice to see that in addition to 

how comfortable Kelsey already is with 

teaching and Lorna with mentoring, they are 

also both very comfortable working together.  

First-year teacher Kelsey Bridges poses 

with her mentor, Lorna Mesri, on the first 

day of school. Both teach 3rd grade at 

Yankee Ridge Elementary School.  
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