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Library of Congress Web Site 
www.loc.gov 
 
 
About the Library: 
“The Library of Congress is the nation's oldest federal 
cultural institution and serves as the research arm of 
Congress. It is also the largest library in the world, with 
millions of books, recordings, photographs, maps and 
manuscripts in its collections.” 
 
The Library’s mission: 
Make its resources available and useful to the Congress and the American people and to sustain 
and preserve a universal collection of knowledge and creativity for future generations. 
 
 

[Reference:  Welcome form the Office of the Librarian, http://www.loc.gov/about/ 08/15/05] 
 

Large and diverse collections, but… 
it does not have every book ever published. 

 
All subject areas are represented in the collections, but… 

the Library does not attempt to collect comprehensively in the areas of 
clinical medicine and technical agriculture, which are covered by the 
National Library of Medicine and the National Agricultural Library, 
respectively. 

 
The Library of Congress is distinct from the National Archives… 

which is the major repository for the official records of the United 
States government. 

 
[Reference:  Research and Reference Frequently Asked Questions, http://www.loc.gov/rr/res-faq.html 08/15/05] 

 
Things to Remember When Using the Library of Congress Web site 
 

□ The Library of Congress’ Collections are not encyclopedic. 

 

□ There are many different places on the Library of Congress Web site to locate 

primary source items and information. 

 

□ Library of Congress search boxes in different areas at www.loc.gov will locate 

various types of resources. 
[Created by Northern Virginia Teaching with Primary Sources Partnership.  http://www.primarysourcelearning.org/handbook/ or 

http://www.tpsnva.org/.  Handbook accessed 10/02/06.] 
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Search entire site 

 
Searching the Main Site 
Of the Library of Congress  
 
 
  
 
1. Search All Library of Congress Pages 

Use the search box in the upper right hand corner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Search within individual sub-sites 

Most sub-sites offer their own search box.  Click on a 
sub-site from the main page to limit your search. 

Tip:  
After entering a subject 
keyword into the main site 
search box, uncheck:  

 Library of Congress Online 
Catalog   

 Legislation, Congressional 
Activity  

 

Example: Exhibitions Page below with its 
own search box. 
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Exploring the Library of Congress Online 
This is a pre-selected list of resources from the Library of Congress Web site. 
 
 

 
Sub Site 

 
Key Features 

 

 
 

myLOC.gov 

 
myLOC.gov: 

 myLOC.gov is an online museum with exhibitions 
and interactive features that bring rare historical 
books and objects to life. 

 Education materials available 

 

 
http://www.loc.gov/vets/ 

 
THE VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT: 

 “Search the Veterans Collections” Link 
 To view selected veterans stories, click on 

“Experiencing War” Image link or “View Featured 
Interviews” link. 

o To view ALL featured stories by theme, 
scroll down to the heading ‘More Stories…’ 
Click on “View All Stories by Theme”  

 

 
http://www.loc.gov/wdl/ 

 

 

 
WORLD DIGITAL LIBRARY 

 A global partnership of cultural treasures from 
around the world. The site is intended for general 
users, students, teachers, and scholars. 

 

 
http://thomas.loc.gov/ 

 
THOMAS:  Legislative Information on the Internet 

 Under “Learn” (right hand column), click “More 
historical documents” to view primary sources 
surrounding important documents in American 
History. 

 Text and Status of Legislation 
 Congressional Record 
 Committee Information 
 Historical Documents 
 Congress & Legislative Agencies 
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http://www.loc.gov/exh

ibits/ 

 

EXHIBITIONS:  Digitized exhibits highlighting 
treasures in all media formats  
 
Search through exhibitions for all subject areas in 
upper right hand corner. 
 Scroll through the listing to view topics 

available! 
 

 

 
http://memory.loc.gov 

 

 
AMERICAN MEMORY:  Main digital collections 
database 
 Houses the majority of digital primary sources 

Narrow search by clicking   located 
at the bottom left corner of the American Memory 
webpage. 

 

 
http://www.loc.gov/ 

library/libarch-digital.html 
 

 

LIBRARY CATALOGS:  Access digitized prints & 
photos! 
 Click on , 

located on the right side of the screen under 
“Other Online Catalogs” 

 Click large blue button and begin searching by 
key word.   

 
HISTORIC NEWSPAPERS:  Keyword searchable 

 

 

 
http://www.loc.gov/ 

families/ 
 

 
 America’s Library 
 Today in History 
 Music, Theater and Dance 
 Wise Guide to loc.gov 
 Lifelong Literacy 
 Local Legacies 
 Everyday Mysteries 
 Places in the News 

 

 
 
Click on    
located on the left side 
of the main Library of 
Congress web page. 
 
*Access to more sub sites! 
 

 

Resources for… 
Researchers 

Children Literature, Science & Technology, and more 
 
 Under Resources For… click on “Researchers”.  

 
Webcasts 

 
View webcasts on every subject! 

 From the main Library of Congress web page, 
www.loc.gov, enter “webcasts” in the main search 
box.  Click on: 
The Library of Congress - Webcasts 
( web page )  
"Webcasts from the Library of Congress"  
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The Teacher’s Page 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ 
 

Bringing the power of primary sources  
into the classroom 
 
Classroom Materials 
 

Lesson Plans 
Teacher-created lesson plans using Library of Congress primary sources 

 
Themed Resources 
One-stop access to the Library’s best exhibitions, activities, primary sources, and lesson 
plans on popular curricular themes 

 
Primary Source Sets 
Sets of selected primary sources on specific topics, available as easy-to-print PDFs including 
background information, teaching ideas, and tools to guide student analysis 

 
Presentations & Activities 
Presentations and activities offer media-rich historical context or interactive opportunities 
for exploration to both teachers and students 

 
Collection Connections 
Historical context and ideas for teaching with specific Library of Congress primary source 
collections 

 

Using Primary Sources 
 
Primary sources are the raw materials of history — original documents and objects which were 
created at the time under study. They are different from secondary sources, accounts or 
interpretations of events created by someone without firsthand experience. 
 

Why Use Primary Sources? 
Primary sources provide a window into the past—unfiltered access to the record of artistic, 
social, scientific and political thought and achievement during the specific period under 
study, produced by people who lived during that period. 

 
Bringing young people into close contact with these unique, often 
profoundly personal, documents and objects can give them a very real 
sense of what it was like to be alive during a long-past era. 
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How to Cite Electronic Sources 
Citing primary sources correctly is one of the most important parts of studying primary 
sources.  Always locate the item title, the collection the item is housed, name of the creator 
date of creation, and a permanent web address (URL) to locate the item again or for others.  
Visit this section on the Teachers’ Page to learn more about citation.  

 

Bookmarking and Linking in the Library’s digital collections 
When you search the Library’s digital collections, the resulting pages may 
have temporary URLs. Some online materials require a special procedure 
for finding a permanent URL. Step-by-step instructions for bookmarking 
items are found in Bookmarking/Linking,  

       http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/help/faq.html#link.  
 

 

Questions and Answers: Copyright and Fair Use 
What is copyright and fair use and how does it affect me as a teacher, librarian, or media 
specialist?  Visit this link under “Using Primary Sources” on the Teachers Page. 

 

 

Finding Primary Sources 
Looking for Library of Congress primary sources and don’t know where to begin?     

    Visit this link at the Teachers Page for wonderful suggestions. 
 

 
 

Teacher's Guides and Analysis Tool 
Find guides for teachers to modify to help students analyze 
different types of primary sources including books, 
manuscripts, maps, motion pictures, oral narratives, 
photographs and prints, sound recordings, sheet music and 
song sheets.  

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html    
 
 

 
Other Graphic Organizers  
[not part of Library of Congress] 
 
Venn Diagrams, T-Charts, Storyboarding, and many more! 
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer     
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Example Lessons & Activities 
Incorporating Library of Congress Primary Sources 

 
 The Teacher’s Page  

Lesson Collection, Library of Congress 

 http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/theme.html  

 

 myLOC.gov Lessons 

http://myloc.gov/Education/LessonPlans/Pages/default.aspx  

 

 

 Teaching with Primary Sources Program- Field 

Testing Database 

Repository of activities and lessons that can be viewed 

and / or field tested 

http://www.tpslessons.org   

 

 Northern Virginia Teaching with Primary Sources 

Program 

http://www.tpsnva.org/tps/students/index.php  

Try these activities below.  Be sure to click on “Online Activities” for more free 

tools. 

Sort It 

Crop It 

 

Resources: August 2009, The Teacher’s Page, www.loc.gov/teachers/ 

 
Professional Development at the Library of Congress 
 

Self-Directed 
Interactive self-paced professional development modules allow educators to explore several 
key content areas of the TPS Direct curriculum. 

 
Library-Facilitated Training 
Workshops at the Library in Washington D.C. and via videoconference are available 
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Teaching with Primary Sources Program 

 
The Library of Congress's Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) 
program works with an educational consortium of K-12 schools, 
universities, libraries, and foundations to assist teachers in using the 
Library’s vast collection of digitized primary sources to enrich their 
classroom instruction. There are 20 partners nationally.  Proudly, 
SIUE is one of them. 
 
Visit the National Teaching with Primary Sources Program Web site  
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/  
 

 
 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
Teaching with Primary Sources Program  
http://www.siue.edu/education/tps/ 
 

 
 
Teaching with Primary Sources at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville offers professional development, 
resources, and support to local K-12 educators and 
surrounding community in using the vast digital collections 
from the Library of Congress Web site. 
  

     

    *Workshops        Graduate Courses        *Institutes         Presentations 
       

           *CPDU’s and stipends may be available- Contact Amy Wilkinson for more info!  

Web site and E-Newsletter:  
 

 

 
Showcasing Library of Congress Resources by Theme 

 

 
Upcoming Professional Development Opportunities- Locally and nationally 

 

 
Teacher Network Leadership Opportunities- Locally and nationally 

 

 
Continual sharing of local lessons, tools, & strategies promoting inquiry in using 
primary sources 
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National Teaching with Primary Sources Consortium Member List 
 

 
CALIFORNIA 
 
Stanford University 
Director: Sam Wineburg 
Stanford History Education Group 
485 Lasuen Mall 
Stanford, CA 94305-3096 
(650) 721-1660 
http://tps.stanford.edu/ 
 
University of California, Davis 
Director: Nancy McTygue 
The California History-Social Science Project 
University of California 
One Shields Ave., 175 Kerr Hall 
Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 752-0572 
http://csmp.ucop.edu/projects/view/chssp 
 
COLORADO 
 
The Metropolitan State College of Denver 
Director: Peggy O'Neill-Jones 
P.O. Box 173362 
Campus Box 35 
Denver, CO 80217 
(303) 556-4821 
http://tpscolorado.mscd.edu 
 
University of Northern Colorado 
Director: Anne Bell 
McKee Hall 125 
Campus Box 106 
Greeley, CO 80639 
970-351-1523 
http://www.unco.edu/primarysources 
 
FLORIDA 
 
SUNLINK 
Director: Tom Owens 
SUNLINK/University of Central Florida  
12443 Research Parkway, Suite 402  
Orlando, FL 32826  
(407) 384-2074 
jtowens@mail.ucf.edu 
 
ILLINOIS 
 
Barat Education Foundation 
Director: Marita Decker 
PO Box 457  
Lake Forest, IL 60045  
(847) 501-1726 
http://www.thebaratfoundation.org/ 
 
DePaul University 
Director: Margo Tomaras 
1 E. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 362-6822 
http://tps.depaul.edu 
 

 
Eastern Illinois University 
Director: Cindy Rich 
600 Lincoln Ave. 
Charleston, IL 61920 
(217) 581-8378 
http://www.eiu.edu/~eiutps/ 
 
Federation of Independent Illinois Colleges and Universities 
Director: Mark Newman 
Co-Director: Donald E. Fouts 
1123 S. 2nd St. 
Springfield, IL 62704 
(217) 789-1400 
http://aam.nl.edu/ 
 
Governors State University 
Director: Sandi Estep 
1 University Park Way 
University Park, IL 60466 
(708) 534-7563 
http://tps.govst.edu/ 
 
Illinois State University 
Director: Richard Satchwell 
Milner Library 
Campus Box 8900 
Normal, IL 61790 
(309) 438-3474 
http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/aam/ 
 
Loyola University 
Director: Michelle Fry 
820 N. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60611 
(312) 915-6897 
http://www.luc.edu/tps/ 
 
Quincy University 
Director: Byron D. Holdiman  
1800 College Ave.  
Quincy, IL 62301 
(217) 228-5429 
http://qutps.org 
 
Rockford College 
Director: Debra Dew 
Lang 103 
5050 E. State Street 
Rockford, IL 61108 
(815) 394-5204 
http://www.rockford.edu 
 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
Director: Jerry Hostetler 
College of Education 
Pulliam 106, Mail Code 4624 
Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 453-7388 
http://tps.coehs.siu.edu 
 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
Director: Amy Wilkinson 
Camp Box 1049, Office AH 1139 
Edwardsville, IL 62026 
(618) 650-3777 
http://www.siue.edu/education/tps 
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INDIANA 
 
The Center on Congress at Indiana University 
Director: Elaine Larson 
1800 N. Stonelake Drive 
Bloomington, IN 47404 
(812) 339-2203 ext. 245  
http://www.tpscongress.org 
 
LOUISIANA 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
Director: Diane D. Allen 
College of Education and Human Development 
SLU 10671 
Hammond, LA 70402 
(985) 549-2217  
http://www.selu.edu/ 
 
NEW YORK 
 
United Federation of Teachers Educational Foundation 
Coordinator: Mary Ann Jordan 
UFT Teacher Center 
52 Broadway, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
(212) 598-9236 
http://www.ufttc.org/ 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Mars Hill College 
Director: Tom Destino 
Asst. Director: AnneMarie Walter 
100 Athletic Street 
Mars Hill, NC 28754 
(828) 689-1181 
http://www.mhc.edu/tps/ 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
 
California University of Pennsylvania 
Director: Mike Brna 
250 University Ave. Box 101 
California, PA 15419 
(724) 938-6023 
http://www.cup.edu/education/aam 
 
Waynesburg University 
Director: Barbara Kirby 
51 West College St. 
Waynesburg, PA 15370 
(724) 627-4291 
http://tps.waynesburg.edu 
 
TENNESSEE 
 
Middle Tennessee State University 
Director: Carroll Van West 
The Center for Historic Preservation 
P.O. Box 80, MTSU 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132 
(615) 898-2947  
http://histpres.mtsu.edu/histpres/ 
 
VIRGINIA 
Northern Virginia Partnership 
Director: Sherry Levitt 
3300 N. Fairfax Dr. 
Suite 212 
Arlington, VA 22201 
(703) 294-6270                          Sources: Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov 
http://www.tpsnva.org                                        Teachers Page, http://www.loc.gov/teachers 


